Valley Angler
Casting for Boy Scouts
by Bill Thompson

This past week has been a very busy one. Withftiwab end of trout season this
Sunday Janet and | have been trying to cram inuhrfishing as we possibly can.
However, | did take some time away from fishingsthast week to participate in a couple
of events that did not include actual fishing, bah the less just as important.

The first event was at the Fryeburg Fair; tyingdlat the Fiber Center. For the second
year in a row | was asked by the Center’s direGale Yohe to tie. As one might expect
most of the exhibitors are engaged in weaving omspg of some kind. Well, for the one
thousands time flies are tied with fibers and agneany of these fibers come from the
same natural sources as used in weaving and sginfims year | tied some large salt
water streamer flies made from yak hair and ramslwo.K. | cheated a little and used a
synthetic fiber to complete the fly, but | don’inth anyone was wise to what | was doing.
This year the Center had a mens day and severl gémtlemen took part. As usual |
had a great time and hope that they ask me badkyrax

The second event was held this past weekend atStoker Scout Camp in Barnstead,
New Hampshire. To back up a bit, last year | w&eddy the Federation Of Fly
Fishermen to head up a project devoted to linkipgay Scout Councils with Federation
members for fly casting and fly tying clinics. Astymay know the FFF was instrumental
in developing the fly fishing merit badge for theoats. Last spring the Federation

held a very successful event at the West PointémliAcademy. At this event Cadets
and Federation members held fly casting clinicsofar a thousand kids. This winter the
Federation will be hosting fly tying seminars atjabout every major fishing show in
New England. Our event at Camp Storer was a 8ttialler than the West Point event,
but not by much. Camp Storer is owned by the Milviéen Council of Boston. There
were well over 600 hundred scouts in attendanaeetisas up to 400 adult councilors
and staff. | think that during the two days thatevithere we had as many as 200 scouts
come by for casting instruction. These kids weoafiCub Scout age all the way up to
Explorers. We even had a number of the adult lsastep by for a quick lesson.

It would be hard to describe how much fun | hachddhis. | gave up a chance to take a
drift boat trip Sunday and as much as | would Hékesl to have gone | would not have
missed this event for anything. The minute | walketb the camp ground | was flooded
with the memories of my own Scouting days. Hund&dsxcited kids were assembling



their camping gear and registering for the weekémés given a staff ID lanyard and
was hauled off in a golf cart to the site for tlasting event. All along the camp roads
troops were walking to their designated camp sitayist admit | had a lump in my throat
as | was transported back 45 years ago. It didakat a lot of imagination to envision the
faces of boyhood friends embarked on the same Meaeldless to say | had a great time
and | think we may have found a few future fly 8smen. Both of these events were
fun, but more important, maybe in some small wast might have pushed the right
buttons and a new fishermen was born. Sad to shing is not a growing sport and
anything that any of us can do to encourage otiogsn us is of the upmost importance
to the future. | would urge any hunter or fisherm@seek out a club or organization that
seeks to promote our sport to others. A good &iadny local angler would be to join
your local Trout Unlimited Chapter. Please feekfto call me should you be interested.
| would also offer the invitation to any local B&zout Troop or Cub Scout Pack to call
me should they have any interest in putting togetbene kind of fly fishing program.

See You on the river.



